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Ironville and Codnor Park Primary School 
Handwriting and Presentation Policy 
The teaching of handwriting is an integral part of our approach to English. Our school values all the children’s good work and we aim to present it attractively around the school. Therefore, the idea of neat and legible handwriting is promoted and encouraged as part of this general ethos and is supported by all the staff. We believe that handwriting, as a fine motor skill, can be taught to our children and most of them should be able to achieve a legible and attractive style of handwriting by the time they leave.  
Curriculum objectives from the EYFS and National Curriculum will be followed. The school has a Handwriting Scheme of Work outlining these objectives and the order in which letters and joins should be taught. 
The development of fine motor skills is a focus in EYFS, using a wide variety of materials and equipment. Daily ‘dough disco’ is one technique that is used to strengthen fingers. Children are encouraged to mark make within EYFS with a variety of media e.g pens, pencils, chalk, paint etc and develop fine motor activities with small construction and using tweezers. Children learn how to hold writing instruments, using the correct grip, sitting in the correct way. 
Letter formation is taught daily alongside phonics, using the Phonic Bug Scheme. Once children are confident in forming letters and are using the correct orientation then cursive writing will be introduced and then consistently taught through discrete lessons, throughout the rest of the school (Twinkle Handwriting Scheme of Work). 
Continuous cursive writing enables children to always know where to start the letter and the style naturally joins.   It is also thought to increase the speed of writing as the pencil does not leave the paper until the word has been completed (letters are dotted and crossed at the end of the word). It has also been found to help children fix spellings more firmly in the memory because they are formed as a continuous movement. 

All children’s handwriting skills will be valued and built upon and some children may need extra help and appropriate teacher intervention. The particular needs of left handed pupils must also be taken into consideration. Where possible they will sit at the end of tables and be shown how to position their paper to ensure proper flow across the page. Some children will require technology aids for written work due to an additional special need. 
Parents are informed of the school’s approach to handwriting. On entry to Reception, a copy of the handwriting sheet showing correct letter formation will be given to all parents. Children in subsequent classes will be reminded and parents updated at appropriate points e.g. parents’ meetings.
The equipment the children use is important when we are promoting careful, neat presentation of work. Children will have access to a range of writing tools and sometimes aids, such as special grips will be used. Pencils must always be kept reasonably sharp and of a good length for comfortable writing.
Presentation
Good handwriting will be encouraged through all subjects. The pupils will be provided with appropriate books to support progress in both letter and numerical presentation. This includes squared Maths books, lined writing books and handwriting books or sheets on which to practise letter formation. 
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